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bourhood of Kars, Batoum, and generally by the
Turks of Lazistan, but further east, commencing at
Alexandropol (the Turkish Gumri), and right into
Mazandaran, Ghilan, and Azerbijan, the dialect of
Azerbijan prevails, which has its own literature and
even its own newspaper, and differs considerably
from the pure Osmanli.1

The rise of this powerful tribe of Osman, and the
spreading of the Turkish dialect which is now
emphatically called the Turkish, are matters of his-
torical notoriety. We need not search for evidence
in Chinese annals, or try to discover analogies between
names that a Greek or an Arabic writer may by
chance have heard and handed down, to us, and which
some of these tribes have preserved to the present
day. The ancestors of the Osman Turks are men as
well known to European historians as Charlemagne
or Alfred. It was in the year 1224 that Soliman-shah
and his tribe, pressed by Mongolians, left Khorasan
and pushed westward into Syria, Armenia, and Asia
Minor. Soliman's son, Ertoghrul5 took service under
Aladdin, the Seljuk Sultan of Iconium (Konieh), and,
after several successful campaigns against Greeks
and Mongolians, received part of Phrygia as his own.
There he founded what was afterwards to become the
basis of the Osman empire. During the last years
of the thirteenth century the Sultans of Iconium lost
their power, and their former vassals became inde-
pendent sovereigns. Osman, after taking his share
of the spoil in Asia, advanced through the Olympic
passes into Bithynia, and was successful against the

1 Letter from M. A. Morrison, see p. 415, note.
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